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ABSTRACT 

Few historical events have had such tragic, widespread, and linger-
ing consequences as the exportation of slaves from Africa. While the 
abolition of western Africa's transatlantic slave trade is well docu-
mented, the events and legal framework that led to the abolition of the 
slave trade in East Africa remain practically untold. There, an unlike-
ly hero championed abolition: missionary and explorer Dr. David Liv-
ingstone. His method: ambitious advocacy to dramatically change 
international law. 

This article will illustrate how explorer David Livingstone's advo-
cacy profound! y affected the legal landscape to restrict the slave trade 
in East Africa, and eventually dealt the deathblow to slavery. 

INTRODUCTION 

Few historical events have had such tragic, widespread, and linger-
ing consequences as the exportation of slaves from Africa. While 
western Africa's transatlantic slave trade is closely intertwined with 
the development of Europe and America, similar events also transpired 
in East Africa with horrific consequences that violently carried on for 
years after the cessation of the western trade. 1 

The events and legal framework that led to the abolition of the East 
African slave trade are little known and sparsely documented-
practically untold. Yet they had a profound effect on the evolution of 

t Jay Milbrandt is a professor at Bethel University (Minnesota). He is a Sen-
ior Fellow in Global Justice with the Noolbaar Institute al Peppcrdine University 
School of Law where he formerly directed the Global Justice Program. Milbrandt is 
the author of various articles on global justice issues, including statelessness, geno-
cide, and access to law. He is also the author of the book, The Daring Heart of Da-
vid Livingstone: Exile, African Slavery, and the Publicity Stunt that Saved Millions. 
Milbrandt is deeply grateful lo Mark Reinhardt for his diligent research and com-
mitment to this article. 

I Kevin Mwachiro, Remembering the East African Slave Raids, BBC NEWS 
(Mar. 30, 2007, 13:11 PM), hup://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6510675.slm. 
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abolition and the current state of development in East and Central Af-
rica.2 While America and Europe were not directly implicated in the 
East African slave trade, it was their advocacy in these countries that 
crafted the legal framework for abolition and ultimately brought down 
the trade entirely. 

An unlikely hero championed abolition: missionary and explorer 
Dr. David Livingstone. It was Livingstone's expeditions, publications, 
and self-sacrifice that dealt the "death blow" to East African slavery.3 
To make his case, he turned to a grand publicity stunt to gain the atten-
tion of international law makers. It worked. 

Livingstone set out to open pathways for trade in Africa, inclnding 
an infamous search for the source of the Nile River. What he wit-
nessed as he explored shocked him to his very core-the abhorrent, 
swelling, and violent East African slave trade. As the glamour of stak-
ing claim to the Nile's source faded, Livingstone found a new purpose, 
abolishing the slave trade entirely, a purpose for which he would risk 
his life. 

David Livingstone is well known for his explorations. His direct 
and indirect impact on the law leading to abolition, however, is little 
known or recognized. Aside from a few obscure biographies written 
soon after his death, history has all but forgotten the new era of law 
and jnstice ushered into Africa by Livingstone and his successor's ar-
dent abolitionist mandates. 

In Part I, this article will set the stage for the East African slave 
trade by sketching the scope and distinctions from its West African 
counterpart. 

In Part II, this article will illustrate how explorer David Living-
stone had a profound effect on the development of the legal frame-
work to restrict the slave trade in East Africa and eventually abolish it. 

PART I: THE EAST AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 

A. Scope of the African Slave Trade 

At the height of the global slave trade, from the late eighteenth to 
the mid-nineteenth century, over 100,000 slaves were taken from Afri-

2 METIE MONSTED & PARVEEN W AU!, A DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS OF EAST 
AFRICA: A SOCIOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 18-19 (1978). 

3 CHARLES J. FINGER, DAVID LIVINGSTONE: EXPLORER AND PROPHET 176 
(1900). 
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ca every year.4 The African slave trade generally broke into two di-
rections-west across the Atlantic and east into Arabia. The Transat-
lantic slave trade operated largely on the West Coast, where an esti-
mated 80,000 slaves were exported to Europe and the Americas annu-
ally in the 1780s.5 The Arab slave trade operated on the East Coast, 
with the island of Zanzibar as the central hub for Arab and South 
Asian destinations.6 

Prior to the sixteenth century, before the development of the 
Transatlantic slave trade, the bulk of slaves exported from Africa were 
shipped from East Africa to the Arabian Peninsula. 7 Zanzibar became 
a leading port in this trade. Zanzibar's public slave market-its ori-
gins dating back to the early eighteenth century-was the oldest insti-
tution on the island and existed before the town itself. 8 For much of 
its history, between 15,000 and 20,000 slaves were brought to Zanzi-
bar annually from mainland Africa, "three-quarters of whom were sent 
on to the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf."9 By the peak of the slave 
trade in Zanzibar around 1870, it is estimated that 25,000 to 50,000 
slaves were passing through the city each year. 10 Many more, howev-
er, never made it to Zanzibar. Livingstone estimated that no more than 
one in five of the Africans captured ever reached the coast alive. 11 By 
this estimate, at least 125,000 human beings were taken from their 
homes in East Africa, of which 100,000 perished en route every year. 

4 While the delails and interworking of the slave trade in Africa could fill 
volumes, this article will purposely focus on East Africa, specifically the Great 
Lakes Region including countries known today as the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Central African Republic, Burundi, and Tanzania. This article will only 
address regions such as Angola and South Africa to the extent that Livingstone de-
scribes the trade there in his early work. 

5 HERBERT S. KLEIN, THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 198 (2d ed. 2010). 
6 MICHAEL C. HOWARD, TRANSNATlONALISM AND SOCIETY 38 (2011). 
7 Id. 
8 ALASTAIR HAZELL, THE LAST SLAVE MARKET: DR. KIRK AND THE 

STRUGGLE TO END THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 17 (2011). 
9 Id. at 21. 

10 See id. at 128-36. The slave trade from Zanzibar reached its apex in 1870 
and 1871 after a cholera epidemic tore through the Arabian Peninsula and eventually 
made its way down to Zanzibar itself. Id. at 199. (citing Kirk's report of Jan. 25, 
1872). Estimates made by those on the island in 1871 place the number of slaves 
exported from Zanzibar at around 25,000. Id. at 314. More modern estimates have 
placed this number closer to 50,000. See HOWARD, supra note 6, at 38. This re-
mains, however, a contentious issue a,nong scholars. HAZELL, supra note 8, at 314. 

II Horace Waller ct al., Slavery in Africa, I 07 WESTMtNSTER REV. 394, 398 
(1877). 
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B. Birth of the East African Slave Trade 

The East African slave trade was distinct from its Europe-driven 
counterpart on the West Coast. Rather than being primarily motivated 
by profit from the sale in humans for labor, it was inextricably inter-
twined with the demand for one resource-ivory. 

Ivory was the primary legitimate export from Africa in the mid-
nineteenth century, presenting the largest profits.12 Indian profiteers 
largely funded the pursuit of ivory, 13 while Arabian and Swahili trad-
ers set up the caravans and ran the trade in Africa's interior. 14 Arab 
and Indian shippers then purchased ivory tusks at the ports for ex-
port. is 

As the search for ivory went deeper into the African interior, the 
caravans demanded more people for support and to carry the loads out 
to port.16 They resembled mobile cities: 

The Zanzibaris of the interior travelled with large retinues of 
retainers, servants and fighting men. The more successful lead-
ers had their harems and small armies, while their key support-
ers also had their women and followers. For all these, slaves 
were needed-to provide the warriors, the porters and the con-
cubines. As the traders pressed farther into the interior in their 
search for ivory, they acquired more and more slaves, for their 
own needs and to exchange for other wealth. 17 

Ivory and slavery seemed inseparable. 18 Slaves were not only the 
backbone of trade, but also the currency. One could not fall without 
the other, it seemed. 

12 

13 
14 

15 

HAZELL, supra note 8, al 78. 
ld. 
ld. 
Id. 

16 "[B]ecause it was ivory that drove the exploration of the [African] interior, 
the search for tusks fuelled [sic] the trade in human beings." Id. at 79. 

17 Id. at 79-80. 
18 "[I]vory trading and slave trading went together. Of the porters who carried 

the tusks to the coast, some were slaves and some were free men, and often it was 
hard to tell them apart. But the idea common in England that slaves were recruited 
specifically lo carry the ivory was generally untrue. Slaves, together with guns, 
copper, beads and cloth, were one of the commodities for barter, and each had its 
value depending on scarcity and need." Id. at 79. 
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C. British Abolition of Slavery 

By Livingstone's birth in 1812, slavery had been abolished in Eng-
land. In 1772, the case Somersett v. Stewart held slavery was unlawful 
in England. 19 The ruling on slavery affected only England, however, 
and not the entire British Empire or the Transatlantic slave trade. 20 

Thus, slavery remained a common practice throughout lands under 
British rule.21 

The Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was subse-
quently formed in 1787, which included British parliamentarian Wil-
liam Wilberforce and Thomas Clarkson. 22 At the time, the British Em-
pire was the largest contributor to the international slave trade, ship-
ping an estimated 2,532,300 Africans across the Atlantic, or roughly 
forty-one percent of the entire global slave trade of 6, 132,900.23 

The Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was eventually 
passed by Parliament on March 25, 1807, coming into effect on Janu-

19 

20 
Somerset v. Stewart, (1772) 98 Eng. Rep. 499 (K.B.) 510. 
Id. 

21 Jonathan A. Bush, Free to Enslave: The Foundations of Colonial A,nerican 
Slave law, 5 YALEJ.L. &HUMAN 417, 430-31 (1993). 

22 Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846), BBC, http://www.bbc.co.uk/hislory/ 
hisloric_figurcs/clarkson_lhomas.shtml (last visited Feb. 2, 2014). Also, Livingstone 
was alive during the lime when Wilberforce and Pitt campaigned against slavery. 
From his Cambridge lectures: "But let no Englishman loo proudly blame the rulers 
of Loanda for their slave-gangs, or for their having sometimes, perhaps, shut their 
eyes to a smuggling export of negroes from their coast. I am old enough to remem-
ber the dreary ti1ne when the brave indignant oratory of Fox, the majestic eloquence 
of Pill, and the silver voice of Wilberforce (speaking like an angel in the cause of 
mercy and truth and national honour), were heard in vain in St Stephen's Chapel; 
when, year after year, the representatives of free England sanctioned and com1nend-
ed a vile unchristian trade in the 11csh and blood of the men of Africa. Vain were the 
pleadings of Christian love and national honour, when the children of 1nammon were 
allowed lo hold the balance while the debate was going on. Y cl our temptation to 
wrong was not comparable to that of the governors of Loanda. They inherited a bad 
polity, which put them in moral fellers; from which they had not then, nor have they 
now, the power of gaining an instant freedom. But they have the power to mitigate 
the horrors of the imported slave-gangs, and perhaps to put them down: and now that 
there is an opening, we may hope that they will effectually encourage a humane, free 
commerce with central Africa." DAVID LIVINGSTONE, DR. LIVINGSTONE'S 
CAMBRIDGE LECTURES 85 (Deighton, Bell & Co. Cambridge 1858). 

23 Paul E. Lovejoy, The Volume of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 23 J. OF AFR. 
HIST. 473, 483 (1982). 
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ary 1, 1808.24 The act imposed a fine of £100 for every slave found 
aboard a British ship with the intention of effectively suppressing the 
trade throughout the British Empire.25 To enforce this, the British 
Royal Navy established the West Africa Squadron.26 Between 1807 
and 1860, the West Africa Squadron seized approximately 1,600 ships 
involved in the slave trade and freed 150,000 Africans who were 
aboard these vessels. 27 

Due to the size of the British Empire, the Act for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade was extremely damaging to the global slave trade. 
With the trade effectively ended throughout the empire and stymied 
across the globe, the next step was to abolish slavery completely 
throughout the Empire. The Slavery Abolition Act, passed on August 
23, 1833, outlawed slavery in the British colonies. Slavery was further 
abolished in India by the Indian Slavery Act V. of 1843. 

PART II: THE LIVINGSTONE EFFECT 

A. Brief Biography of David Livingstone 

Born into poverty near Glasgow, Scotland, and laboring as a child 
in the factories, Livingstone's family immersed him in the Christian 
faith at an early age.28 As a boy, Livingstone believed his calling in 
life was to spread the Gospel in unreached parts of the world.29 "After 

24 Paul Sussman, Timely Regrets: Britain's Guilt for Its Slave Trade History, 
CNN (Nov. 27, 2006, 8:32 AM), http://www.cnn.com/2006!WORLD/ 
europe/l 1 /27 /blair.slavery/index.html. 

2, Id. 
26 Jo Loosemore, Sailing Against Slavery, BBC (Feb. 28, 2007), 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/content/articles/2007 /03/20/abolition_navy _feature.sht 
ml. 

27 Id. 
28 MARTIN OUGARD, INTO AFRICA: THE EPIC ADVENTURES OF STANLEY AND 

LIVINGSTONE 33 (2003). Livingstone's father "was such a zealous member of the 
Independent Congregational Church that he impulsively dropped the 'e' from the 
family name, imagining a connection between a 'living stone' and witchcraft." Id. 

29 TIMOTHY JEAL, LIVINGSTONE 11 (1973). As a boy, Livingstone was terri-
fied by the possibility of his personal damnation, especially given his interest in 
science. As he once admitted: '"I found neither peace nor happiness, which caused 
me (never having revealed my state of mind to anyone) often to bewail my sad estate 
with tears in secret."' Id. However, when he was nineteen he read The Philosophy of 
a Future State, which convinced him that science and faith were not mutually exclu-
sive, but were actually complementary. Id. at 11-12. Then, at the age of twenty-one, 
Livingstone read Three Journeys Along the Coast of China, which convinced him 
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putting himself through medical school, Livingstone traveled south 
and entered the London Missionary Society's seminary in suburban 
London. "30 At a time where very few child factory workers achieved 
even basic literacy, it was remarkable that Livingstone graduated from 
both medical school and seminary by the age of twenty-seven. His 
determination and work ethic came at a cost, 

no real childhood or adolescence, little or no play or recreation, 
day after day in the mills, evening after evening working .... 
[T]he obstacles he had overcome and the suffering he had en-
dured had made lasting marks. He was never able to judge oth-
ers except by the standards he had set for himself, and, as time 
passed, these standards became less flexible; nor did he have 
much patience with views that ran counter to his own.31 

Livingstone hoped his work as a missionary would place him in 
China.32 By the time Livingstone finished seminary, however, Britain 
and China were at war over opium.33 The Opium Wars forced Living-
stone, instead, to choose between the West Indies or Africa. 34 Living-
stone chose to go to South Africa where he was the apprentice of a 
missionary named Dr. Robert Moffat. 35 Under the supervision of Dr. 
Moffat, Livingstone began taking the Gospel to unreached tribes.36 

Livingstone had visions of opening rivers and trails-highways into 

that he could combine his failh with his passion for science as a medical missionary. 
Id. at 14-15. 

30 
31 
32 

33 

34 

DUGARD, supra note 28, at 34. 
JEAL, supra note 29, at 24. 
DUGARD, supra note 28, at 34. 
Id. 
Id. 

35 WILLIAM GARDEN BLAIKIE, Tl-IE PERSONAL LIFE OF DAVID LIVINGSTONE: 
CHIEFLY FROM HIS UNPUBLISHED JOURNALS AND CORRESPONDENCE IN THE 
POSSESSION OFHIS FAMILY 28 (London, John Murray, 1888). 

By and by he asked me whether I thought he would do for Africa. I said I 
believe he would, if he would not go to an old station, but would advance to 
unoccupied ground, specifying the vast plain to the north, where I had 
sometimes seen, in the morning sun, the smoke of a thousand villages, 
where no missionary had ever been. At last Livingstone said: 'What is the 
use of my waiting for the end of this abominable opium war? I will go at 
once to Africa.' The Directors concurred, and Africa became his sphere. 

Id. (~uoting Dr. Robert Moffat). 
3 "I bless God that He has conferred on one so worthless the distinguished 

privilege and honour of being the first messenger of mercy that ever trod these re-
gions." Id. at 39 (quoting Livingstone). 
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the jungle-so Christianity, commerce, and civilization could find the 
hearts and minds deep in Africa's interior.37 Going where no outsider 
had gone before, Livingstone became an accidental explorer. He dis-
covered new places and conducted scientific experiments along the 

38 way. 
Livingstone's career was marked by three major journeys. His 

first journey spanned twelve years as a missionary in South Africa, 
punctuated by a historic walk from the Atlantic Ocean, across the con-
tinent, to the Indian Ocean and his discovery of Victoria Falls. His 
second journey sought to open the Zambezi River as a highway for 
international trade. From the beginning, the Zambezi was wrought 
with strife and ultimately a failure. His third and final journey at-
tempted to find the source of the Nile River-the greatest unanswered 
geographical question of his day-but it was a trip from which he ul-
timately would not return. 

In addition to geographic discoveries, he influenced science and 
medicine, by documenting insects, weather patterns, and geological 
formations. Livingstone, for example, was one of the first to institute 
an effective prophylactic and therapeutic treatment for malaria: a daily 
dose of quinine. 39 He was the first to document and describe the 
harmful effects of the tsetse fly. 40 His scientific achievements were so 
recognized that he was invited to lecture at universities across Eng-
land, including a series of noted lectures at Cambridge University.41 

37 This view was shaped by his allendance at the June I, 1840 public meeting 
pul on by the Society for lhe Extinelion of the Slave Trade and for the Civilization of 
Africa. There he hears Thomas Fowell Buxton, William Wilberforce's successor, 
argue that "Africans would only be saved from the slave-trade if they were woken up 
to the possibilities of selling their own produce; otherwise chiefs would continue to 
sell their own people lo pay for the European [goods] they coveted. Commerce and 
Christianity could achieve the miracle, not Christianity alone." JEAL, supra note 29, 
at 22. 

38 Daniel C. Sehlenoff, Dr. David Livingstone, Bicentenary, SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN (Mar. 18, 2013), hltp://www.scientilicameriean.com/article/dr-david-
livingston-bicentenary/. 

39 ANDREW c. Ross, DAVID LIVINGSTONE: MISSION AND EMPIRE 135 (2d. ed. 
2006). 

40 Human African Trypanosomiasis: The History of Sleeping Sickness, WHO, 
http://www.who.int/trypanosomiasis_african/country/ 
history/en/index4.html (last visited Feb. 2, 2014). 

41 LIVINGSTONE, supra nole 22, at 2. 
The Senate-House scene was worthy of the most graphic painting which 
pen or pencil could portray. There was a solemn majesty about it which all 
present must have felt. It was an uncommon occasion. Cambridge elevation 
and culture came suddenly into contact with the mighty questions of Afri-
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Livingstone's journals proved not only fodder for science, but also 
public imagination.42 "The account of his travels, [Missionary Travels 
and Researches in South Africa,] published in November 1857, sold 
[an astounding] 70,000 copies."43 He became a national hero and an 

can degradation and progress. Professor Sedgwick, in his farewell speech to 
Dr Livingstone, delivered in the Combination-room at Trinity College, de-
clared it to be the most enthusiastic reception which he had ever witnessed 
there during the last half century. 

Id. at 2. See also Ross, supra note 39, at 121. 
The climax of Livingstone's lecture tour was his address in the Senate 
House of the University of Cambridge on 4 December 1857. The excited 
and enthusiastic audiences he had had all over Scotland and England were 
surpassed by the enthusiasm of the Cambridge students. Livingstone ended 
his speech abruptly. He suddenly looked up at the audience and shouted: 

I beg to direct your attention to Africa. I know that in a few years 
I shall be cut off in that country, which is now open; do not let it 
be shut again! I go back to Africa to try to make an open path for 
commerce and Christianity; do you carry out the work which I 
have begun. I leave it with you. 

Id. (quoting endpoint 11 ). 
42 Brooke Allen, David Livingstone and the I,nperial I,nagination, 19 

NINETEENTH-CENTURY PROSE 16, 16 (1991). Journals were relayed to London via 
traders who would bring them to the coast to meet with naval ships. Royal Naval 
Museum, GB !070 Admiralty Libra,y, THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 19, available at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/ 
onlinelists/GB 1070%20ADMIRALTY%20LIBRARY.pdf. 

43 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 31. 
With the manuscript delivered to the publisher in early July, Livingstone 
embarked on a massive round of engagements. He was greatly in demand 
as a lecturer and he was also invited to the meetings of many institutions. 
In August, he addressed the meeting of the British Association at its meet-
ing in Dublin. In September, he addressed the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce and attempted to persuade them of the good prospects for trade 
now and for investment in the future in \Vhat has been called Zambcsia 
(now Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and parts of Mozambique). Later in the 
month, he was in Glasgow to receive the LL.D. from Glasgow University, 
an Honorary Fellowship from the College of Surgeons and Physicians, and 
the freedom of the city of Glasgow with a testimonial gift of £2000. Hamil-
ton also granted him the freedom of the burgh and, at the end of the month, 
the city of Edinburgh followed suit. On this trip to Scotland, he lectured at 
least once a day, arriving at Edinburgh close to exhaustion and with the first 
cold he had had in years. The round of visits, lectures, and honours went on 
and on, Oxford University awarding him a DCL in November, a little be-
fore he delivered a set of lectures in Cambridge. 

Ross, supra note 39, at 117. 
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icon.44 Yet Livingstone's triumphs preceded his fall. His following 
expeditions failed miserably, shaking the foundations upon which his 
identity stood. Llvingstone lost himself, both physically and spiritual-
ly. 

Unknown to Livingstone, however, his work and legacy would 
profoundly impact the law. It would abolish slavery in East Africa. 

B. The Nile Expedition 

Livingstone was sick, destitute, and exhausted.45 In a lost letter, he 
predicted that he would never leave Africa.46 It appeared to him that 
this was the end of his journey. 

Ten days later, on October 27, 1871, Livingstone's closest African 
aid ran to his tent shouting that a caravan headed by a white leader was 

44 See David Livingstone, in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD BIOGRAPHY 463, 464 
(Suzanne Michele Bourgoin & Paula Kay Byers eds., 2d ed. 1998): 

Id. 

Id. 

Livingstone was now a famous man. In 1855 the Royal Geographical Soci-
ety had awarded him the Gold Medal; now at a special meeting they made 
him a fellow of the society. The London Missionary Society honored him; 
he was received by Queen Victoria; and the universities of Glasgow and 
Oxford conferred upon him honorary doctorates. 

45 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 183-84. 
Deeply shocked by what he had witnessed, he remained in Ujiji, a place he 
hated, unable to leave. Perhaps it had been naive of him to expect that these 
valuable provisions would remain untouched all this time, given what he 
knew of the conditions of the country. Perhaps he was, in many ways, au-
thor of his own predicament. He had journeyed deep into the most danger-
ous places, and was lucky to have escaped with his life. Now he faced fail-
ure and despair, and was unsure where to turn. 

46 The "Letter from Bambarre" was one of the Livingstone's lost letters, 
"scribbled ... on torn-out book pages." David Livingstone's 'Lost Letter' Deci-
phered, BBC NEWS SCOTLAND (July I, 2010, 8:26 PM), 
http://www.bbc.eo.uk/news/10459263. The letter provides previously unknown de-
tails about Livingstone's health condition, which Waller omitted from final publica-
tion - and Livingstone asked him not to share. Id. Livingstone wrote, "I am terribly 
knocked up but this is for your own eye only: In my second childhood [referring to 
his lack of teeth - several of which he extracted himself] a dreadful old fogie. Doubt-
ful if I live to see you again." Id. (alteration in original). The lost letter was discov-
ered through spectral imaging by researchers from Birkbeck College, University of 
London, along with the National Library of Scotland and the David Livingstone 
Centre in Blantyre. Id. 



2014] LIVINGSTONE AND THE LAW 55 

arriving in Ujiji.47 It was Henry Morton Stanley, an American journal-
ist, and the celebrated meeting between the two men took place.48 

Unknown to Livingstone or England, Stanley set sail from Zanzi-
bar on February 5, 1871. Stanley, a journalist for The New York Her-
ald (The Hera/a), was on assignment to find Livingstone in the heart 
of Africa.49 Stanley was an adventurer, concocting wild stunts for his 
stories and reporting from dangerous locations. He wanted to make a 
name for himself-and an expedition to find Livingstone was just that 
opportunity. James Gordon Bennett, the editor of The Herald, recruit-
ed Stanley for the job, knowing he was just crazy enough to take the 
assignment. Bennett wanted to make international headlines and saw 
Livingstone as the opportunity to do that-and to one-up the British. 
For both men, finding Livingstone was primarily about personal gain. 

After spending time together searching for the source of the Nile 
on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, the explorers travelled together 
from Ujiji to Tabora.50 Livingstone refused to leave, ostensibly to 
continue his search for the Nile, while Stanley raced back to Zanzibar 
to get supplies and share the news that Livingstone was alive. 51 

The meeting with Stanley changed the game with respect to aboli-
tion of the East African slave trade. To Livingstone, Stanley "was an 
extraordinarily effective means of publicising his findings and expos-
ing the world to the devastation the east coast slave trade was causing 
Africa and her peoples."52 

As a gesture of thanks to The Herald, Livingstone wrote a letter to 
Bennett, The Herald's editor, intended for publication and intended to 
leverage the platform now made available. 5 

If Stanley and Bennett stood to gain, so [Livingstone] felt did he. 
He was able to put his views on the slave-trade before a vast audience 
and to give enormous publicity to the massacre he had witnessed at 

47 Given the inconsistencies in the dates of both men's journals, the date 
which Stanley met Livingstone in Ujiji has never been definitively established, de-
spite a number of theories leading to dates between October 27 and November 18, 
1871. See JEAL, supra note 29, at 387-88. 

48 DUGARD, supra note 28, at 262. Stanley's journal indicated that the meet-
ing took place on November I 0, 1871. Id. at 263. However, later review of both 
Stanley and Livingstone's journals "showed that both men lost track of time due to 
their many illnesses" suffered while deep in the African interior. Id. at 266. 

49 Id. at 127-29. 
50 DUGARD supra note 28, at 275. Tabora is also known as Unyanyembe. See 

5 THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF AFRICA 307 (John E. Flint ed., 1976). 
51 Id. at 274-75. 
52 
53 

Ross, supra note 39, at 226. 
DUGARD supra note 28, at 274. 
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Nyangwe. Stanley's arrival could not have come at a better time from 
that point of view. In fact the publicity given to these and other letters 
written by him, and the general furore caused by Stanley's feat, were 
of crucial importance in the revival of public indignation in Britain 
and America at the continuation of slavery in east Africa. Graphic 
descriptions of a full-blown massacre, and not just a few isolated 
deaths, were just what missionary and philanthropic pressure groups 
needed to sy ur the Government on to a policy of abolition rather than 
restriction.5 

With Stanley came the greatest factor in stirring public sentiment 
on abolition: the discovery that Livingstone was alive and more than 
ever opposed to the slave trade.55 The world soon knew of Living-
stone's anger, his first letter to The Herald went to press on July 2, 
1872.56 

The letter discussed his travels and praised Stanley for coming to 
his rescue, but its conclusion focused on the slave trade in East Africa. 
In the final paragraph, Livingstone elevated the importance of the fight 
against slavery above his mission of finding the Nile's source, "[a]nd 
if my disclosures regarding the terrible Ujijian slavery should lead to 
the suppression of the east coast slave trade, I shall regard that as a 
greater matter by far than the discovery of all the Nile sources togeth-
er. "57 

He then implored the world to pursue the cause of ending the glob-
al slave trade: 

Now that you have done with domestic slavery forever, lend us 
your powerful aid toward this great object. This fine country is 
blighted, as with a curse from above, in order that the slavery 
privileges of the petty Sultan of Zanzibar may not be infringed, 
and the rights of the Crown of Portugal, which are mythical, 
should be kept in abeyance till some future time when Africa 
will become another India to the Portuguese slave traders. 58 

54 See JEAL, supra note 29, at 345. 
55 EDWARD HUTCHINSON, THE SLAVE TRADE OF EAST AFRICA 43-44 (Lon-

don, Sampson Low, Marston, Low, and Searle 1874). 
56 See Letter from David Livingstone to James Gordon Bennett, Esq., Jr. 

(Nov. 1871), in EXPLORATlONS IN AFRICA 330 (L.D. Ingersoll ed., Union Publ'g Co. 
1872). 

57 Id. at 328-29. 
58 Id. at 329. 
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Stanley brought Livingstone's image to a new high water mark.59 

Stanley's regular dispatches to The Herald, chronicling his search for 
Livingstone, and rapidly published book in 1872, How I Found Liv-
ingstone, "imprinted on the public imagination a picture of Living-
stone divorced from anything Livingstone ever wrote. This was Liv-
ingstone, the gentle, almost helpless, worn-out old man, doggedly 
staying on in Africa to do his duty, an image that the British public 
took to its heart."60 

Along with the letter to The Herald, Stanley carried Livingstone's 
letters describing the East African slave trade.61 Several letters were 
addressed to Earl Granville, a British Politician and British Foreign 
Secretary.62 In one of these letters, Livingstone outlined the problem 
and a solution: 

Slaves are not bought in the countries to which Banian63 agents 
proceed-indeed it is a mistake to call the system of Ujiji 
slave-"trade" at all; the captives are not traded for, but mur-
dered for, and the gangs that are dragged coastwards to enrich 
the Banians are usually not slaves, but captive free people. A 
Sultan anxious to do justly rather than pocket head-money 
would proclaim them all free as soon as they reached his terri-
tory.64 

Livingstone's observations pulled back the veil of the Sultan's fa-
c,;ade to shed light on what the outside world could not see-the inner 
workings of the slave trade filled the Sultan's coffers. 65 In order to 
combat this corruption, Livingstone recommended strict financial 
oversight: 

The Banians, having complete possession of the Custom House 
and revenue of Zanzibar, enjoy ample opportunity to aid and conceal 
the slave trade and all fraudulent transactions committed by their 
agents. It would be good policy to recommend the Sultan, as he can-
not trust his Moslem subjects, to place his income from all sources in 

59 

60 
See e.g. Ross, supra note 39. 
Id. 

61 See generally LIVINGSTONE'S AFRICA: PERILOUS ADVENTURES AND 
EXTENSIVE DISCOVERIES (Chicago, Hubbard Bros. ed., 1872) (publishing a number 
of Livingstone's correspondence fro1n the African Interior). 

62 See id. at 555-85. 
63 

64 

65 

Indian descendants in Africa were termed Banians. See id. at 575. 
Id. 
See generally id. at 575 (describing the slave trade process). 
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the hands of an English or American merchant, of known reputation 
and uprightness. He would be a check on the slave trade, a benefit to 
the Sultan, and an aid to lawful commerce.66 

Above all, he urged that the "moral element" be introduced into 
East Africa--ethical institutions and systems that could battle corrup-
tion. 67 In Livingstone's view, these included the British system of 
justice and the Christian church, institutions that he believed would 
contribute to suppressin& the slave trade near English settlements on 
the west coast of Africa. 8 

While waiting for supplies to arrive from Stanley, Livingstone 
wrote another letter to Bennett at The Herald further expounding on 
the horrors of slavery in East Africa. 69 With Stanley and Bennett, he 
now had the ear of America-a nation gaining power on the world 
stage that stood as a competitive threat to Britain. 

In the letter, Livingstone acknowledged the purpose of now direct-
ing his observations toward the American public-that America 
should join the cause, but more importantly, to force Britain's hand.70 

He wrote, "In now trying to make Eastern African slave-trade better 
known to Americans, I indulge the hope I am aiding on, though in a 
small degree, the good time coming yet, when slavery . . . will be 
chased from the world."71 He went on, "[i]f I am permitted in any way 
to promote [ the suppression of the East African slave trade], I shall not 
grudge the toil and time I have spent. It would be better to lessen hu-
man woe than to discover the sources of the Nile."72 Livingstone con-
cludes this letter by suggesting that slavery could effectively be sup-

66 

G7 

68 

Id. at 579. 
See id. 
Id. at 579-82. 

69 See EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA, supra note 56, at 346. 
70 In his journal, Livingstone wrote: "Finished a letter for the New York Her-

ald, trying to enlist American zeal to stop the East Coast slave-trade. I pray for bless-
ing on it from the All-Gracious." Livingstone Journal Entry (May J, 1872), in THE 
LAST JOURNALS OF DAVID LIVINGSTONE 181 (!874). 

71 LIVINGSTONE'S AFRICA: PERILOUS ADVENTURES AND EXTENSIVE 
DISCOVERIES, supra note 61, at 516-l 7. 

72 Id. at 526; Livingstone wrote in a letter to his daughter Agnes, "No one can 
estimate the amount of God-pleasing good thal will be done, if, by Divine favour, 
this awful slave-trade, into the midst of which I have come, be abolished. This will 
be something to have lived for, and the conviction has grown in my mind that it was 
for this end I have been detained so long." See Ross, supra note 39, at 232. 
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pressed by stronger American or English oversight of Zanzibar's trade 
and customs officials. 73 

This letter to The Herald created even more pressure on Britain to 
end the slave trade in East Africa. 74 At a time when America was be-
ginning to compete with Great Britain as an emerging world power, 
and was trying to put its own history of slavery behind it, Living-
stone's letter gave the Americans ammunition.75 Many American pub-
lishers used Livingstone's letter to blame Britain for the "great human 
woe" of East Africa: 

It would be unjust to charge the government of Great Britain 
with intentional criminality in this case [ of the East African 
slave trade through Zanzibar]. But it stands proved, by the 
failure of English expeditions to find Dr. Livingstone, and by 
his own positive, earnest testimony, now that an American ex-
pedition has succeeded in discovering him, that it is the sub-
jects of the British monarchy who are responsible for the exist-
ence of the slave trade of Zanzibar and all the nameless horrors 
of the interior resulting therefrom. The moral culpability, by 
reason of neglect-not to put the case too strongly--{)f the 
British government is therefore made manifest; and of this 
great national turpitude that government must stand convicted 
before the bar of Christendom. 76 

It worked. England's highest offices took note and responded. On 
August 10, 1872, in an address to Parliament, Queen Victoria 
acknowledged the East African slave trade and committed her gov-
ernment to the cause. 77 

73 LIVINGSTONE'S AFRICA: PERILOUS ADVENTURES AND EXTENSIVE 
DISCOVERIES, supra note 61, at 531. 

74 EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA, supra note 56, at 355. 
75 See id. 
76 Id. 
77 On August 10, 1872 Queen Victoria updated Parliament on progress in East 

Africa, «My Government has taken steps to prepare the way for dealing more effec-
tually with the slave trade on the East Coast of Africa." THE QUEEN'S SPEECHES IN 
PARLIAMENT, FROM HER ACCESSION TO THE PRESENT TIME. A COMPENDIUM OF THE 
HISTORY OF HER MAJESTY'S REIGN TOLD FROM THE THRONE 268 (F. Sidney Ensor 
ed., London, W. H. Allen & Co. 1882). In her next address to Parliament on Febru-
ary 6, 1873, "You were informed, when I last addressed you, that steps had been 
taken to prepare the way for dealing more effectually with the slave trade on the east 
coast of Africa. I have now despatched an envoy to Zanzibar, furnished with such 
instructions as appear to me best adapted for the attainment of the object in view. He 
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With public opinion stirred up against the slave trade and the de-
sire to head off any image as a complacent villain, Britain apfointed a 
special diplomatic mission in 1872 to negotiate a new treaty. 7 Led by 
Sir Bartle Frere-according to his suggestion in the Parliament com-
mittee-the diplomatic mission left for Zanzibar with the intention of 
rendering the slave trade illegal by sea.79 

"Frere's assignment was a difficult one. Sultan Barghash was stiff-
ly opposed to the idea of abolition, and much inclined to seek support 
and help from other powers, notably France and the United States, 
against what could easily be represented as a piece of British bully-
ing."80 Despite a month of negotiations, the Sultan categorically re-
fused the new treaty.81 Making no progress, Frere departed Zanzi-
bar, 82 leaving treaty negotiations in the hands of Dr. John Kirk, who 
was now the British Consul at Zanzibar. 83 

has recently reached the place of his destination, and has entered into communication 
with the Sultan." Id. at 271-72. On August 5, 1873, in an address to Parliament: "I 
am able to announce the successful termination of the mission to Zanzibar, made 
known to you at the beginning of the session. Treaties have been concluded with the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, with the Imaun of Muscat, and with other native Powers, which 
provide means for the more effectual repression of the slave trade on the east coast 
of Africa." Id. at 275-76. On August 7, 1874, "The treaty recently concluded with 
the Sultan of Zanzibar, having for its object the suppression of the East African slave 
trade, has been faithfully observed, and has already done much to put an end lo that 
traffic as carried on by sea. The exertions of my naval and consular servants in that 
part of the world will not be relaxed until complete success has been obtained." Id. 
al 283. On February 5, 1875, "The exertions of my naval and consular servants in 
the repression of the East African Slave Trade have not been relaxed, and I confi-
dently trust that they will bring about the complete extinction of a traffic equally 
repugnant to humanity and injurious to legitimate commerce." Id. at 287. On August 
13, 1875, "The visit paid to this country, on the invitation of my Government, by the 
Ruler of Zanzibar, has led to the conclusion of a supplementary convention, which, I 
trust, may be efficacious for the more complete suppression of East African Slave 
Trade." Id. at 291. 

78 

Co.). 
79 

80 

81 
82 

JACK SIMMONS, LIVINGSTONE AND AFRICA 155 (New York, MacMillan 

Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 

83 Id. Some sources suggest that Kirk "pledged" to carry on Livingstone's 
work to end slavery. I have not found any evidence that Kirk made a written or offi-
cial pledge to Livingstone, though it's quite possible. It is clear that Kirk's travels 
with Livingstone and their correspondence after the Zambezi trip formed Kirk's 
view of the evil's of slavery and encouraged him to take up the cause for abolition. 
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In August of 1872, the convoy of supplies from Stanley arrived to 
Livingstone, carrying with it the last words he would hear of the out-
side world.s4 He would not know of the actions taken in Parliament. 
He would only learn of the search parties and mountain family con-
flicts. 85 

Livingstone's health declined and on May 1, 1873, he passed 
away. 86 Deep in Africa, it would be nearly a year before the world 
would learn of his passing.87 Determined to return Livingstone's body 
and journals to the coast, his assistants began the arduous process of 
carrying his body across Africa_ss The journey would take nine 
months.89 

Livingstone passed away likely believing he was a failure. As one 
biographer suggested, "[a]t the time of his death ... Livingstone must 
have felt that he had failed. The Arab slave trade in East Africa con-
tinued, with all its horrors, the sickening miseries it involved for the 
Africans brought into contact with it. The geographical question he 
was struggling with remained unanswered."90 He never found the 
source of the Nile-in fact, his theories led him 600 miles south of the 
source.91 He would never learn of his reputation or the progress his 
advocacy had made on the abolition of slavery. 

Meanwhile, with Kirk at the helm of the British Foreign Office in 
Zanzibar, the British government decided that stronger means were 
necessary.92 Kirk received orders to inform the Sultan that if he did not 
consent immediately to the terms of the treaty, the island of Zanzibar 
would be blockaded by British naval forces. 93 The blockade would 
have effectively ended all economic trade. 

"Two days' [of] argument followed ... "94 In the course of these 
two days, Kirk martialed all that he had learned about the Zanzibar 
slave trade to get the Sultan to sign the treaty. The Sultan, until this 
point, relied on his council to oppose the slave trade. Kirk understood 

84 

85 

86 

chief. 
87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 
93 

94 

Ross, supra note 39, at 231-32. 
Id. 
DUGARD, supra note 28, al 302. The village was named Chilambo after its 

See infra note 121 and accompanying text. 
See BLAIKIE, supra note 35, at 466-67. 
Id. at 468. 
SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 154. 
DUGARD, supra note 28, at 24. 
SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 155-56. 
Id. at 156. 
Id. 
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the touchy nature of Zanzibari politics, and knew the Sultan could not 
abolish slavery unless his council members agreed.95 If the Sultan 
were to abolish slavery, Britain believed, the council would condemn 
him and have him killed to gather more power for itself.96 In order to 
get the council members to agree, Kirk informed them of the disas-
trous economic consequences that continuing the slave trade would 
bring on the island and promised to make their involvement in the de-
cision "a matter of public notoriety."97 Faced with this decision, the 
council was forced to end slavery or risk its reputation and power in 
the face of the impending naval blockade. 98 

On June 5, 1873, the treaty was signed and went into effect imme-
diately.99 "The ... Zanzibar slave market was shut down the same 

95 

96 

97 

98 

HAZELL, supra note 8, at 268-70. 
Id. at 268-69. 
Id. 
Id. at 268-71. 

99 Treaty between Her Majesty and the Sultan of Zanzibar for the Suppression 
of the Slave Trade, Eng.-Zanzibar, June 5, 1878, available at 
http://www.pdavis.nl/FrereTreaty.htm. 

In the name of the Most High God. 
HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land, and His Highness the Seyed Burgash-bin-Satd, Sultan of Zanzibar, be-
ing desirous to give more complete effect to the engagements entered into 
by the Sultan and his predecessors for the perpetual abolition of the Slave 
Trade, they have appointed as their Representatives to conclude a new 
Treaty for this purpose, which shall be binding upon themselves, their heirs, 
and successors, that is to say, Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and 
Ireland has appointed to that end John Kirk, the Agent of the English Gov-
ernment at Zanzibar, and His Highness the Seyed Burgash, the Sultan of 
Zanzibar, has appointed to that end Nfisir-bin-Satd, and the two aforesaid, 
after having communicated to each other their respective full powers, have 
agreed upon and concluded the following Articles: -

ARTICLE I. 
The provisions of the existing Treaties having proved ineffectual 
for preventing the export of slaves from the territories of the Sultan 
of Zanzibar in Africa, Her Majesty the Queen and His Highness 
the Sultan above named agree that from this date the export of 
slaves from the coast of the mainland of Africa, whether destined 
for transport from one part of the Sultan's dominions to another or 
for conveyance to foreign parts, shall entirely cease. And His 
Highness the Sultan binds himself, to the best of his ability, to 
make an effectual arrangement throughout his dominions to pre-
vent and, abolish the same. And any vessel engaged in the 
transport or conveyance of slaves, after this date, shall be liable to 
seizure and condemnation by all such naval or other officers or 
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day." 100 "Two days later, on June 8, [1873,] an order from the sultan 
was posted at the Customs House," which made clear that the slave 
trade had ceased on Zanzibar.101 

Livingstone passed only a month before the crucial treaty of 1873 
was signed. 102 As a biographer wrote, "It was hard that he should not 
have known of it; for it was to him, more than to any other man, that 
its conclusion was really due." 103 

Livingstone was credited publicly as the impetus for action: 

100 

101 

agents, and such Courts, as may be authorized for that purpose on 
the part of her Majesty. 
ARTICLE II. 
His Highness the Sultan engages that all public markets in his do-
minions for the buying and selling of imported slaves shall be en-
tirely closed. 
ARTICLE III. 
His Highness the Sultan above named engages to protect, to the 
utmost of his ability, all liberated slaves, and to punish severely 
any attempt to molest them or to reduce them again to slavery. 
ARTICLE IV. 
Her Britannic Majesty engages that natives of Indian States under 
British protection shall be prohibited from possessing slaves and 
from acquiring any fresh slaves in the mean time {the words "in 
the 1neantin1e" are redundant here. They were connected in the 
original English draft and in tny translation, front which they are 
copied, with the sentence "fro,n and after a date to be hereafter 
fixed"-G. P. B.) from this date. 
ARTICLEV. 
The present Treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at Zanzibar as soon as possible, but in any case in the 
course of the 9th of Rab!a-el-Akhir [5th of June, 1878] of the 
months of the date hereof. In witness whereof the respective Pleni-
potentiaries have signed the same, and have affixed their seals to 
this Treaty, made the 5th of June, 1878, corresponding to the 9th 
of the month Rab!a-el-Akhir, 1290. 
Simmons, supra note 78, at 156. 
HAZELL, supra note 8, at 271 (quoting Barghash proclamation, June 8, 

1873). The notice read: 

Id. 

To allow our subjects who may see this and also to others, may God save 
you, know that we have prohibited the transport of raw slaves by sea in all 
our harbours and have closed the markets which are for the sale of slaves 
through all our dominions. Whosoever therefore shall ship a raw slave after 
this date will render himself liable to punishment and this he will bring up-
on himself. Be this known. 

]02 

103 
SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156. 
Id. 
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The stirring letters which Mr. Stanley brought to England two 
years ago, coming as they did to confirm the worst of all that 
Dr. Livingstone had written on the subject in his previously 
published books, had the effect of so far arousing the country, 
that the Government of the day was thoroughly supported by 
the public when it commissioned Sir Bartle Frere to put strong 
pressure on the Sultan of Zanzibar, in order to negociate [sic] a 
treaty by which, so far as was possible, an immediate stop 
might be put to the slave traffic. 10 

Yet the matter was not over, and Livingstone's posthumous advocacy 
was unfinished. 

While the treaty largely thwarted the East African slave trade, the 
slave trade continued. 105 The treaty succeeded in prohibiting the ship-
ment of slaves over a seaboard of nearly a thousand miles, 106 but "[a]n 
important hindrance to total abolition remained, in that it was still 
permissible to transport slaves through the Sultan's dominions by 
land."107 

The slave dealers quickly reorganized and began smuggling slaves 
by land. 108 The route they chose became known as the Kisiju road, 
ending at a checkpoint from which slaves were then shipped to the 
Arabian Peninsula by sea. 109 While numbers diminished, some argue 
the horrific conditions of the trade increased due to the brutal over-
land conditions and significantly longer journey.110 

The route deliberately bypassed the major towns and the sultan's 
forts, instead crossing remote creeks, and diverting through mangroves 
and other difficult country. It had been well provided with watering 
places; and cooking trenches, spare gang irons and slave stockades 
were evident in the villages along the way. At the waterways, ferries 
had been specially arranged. . . . [A]s Kirk had surmised, the mortality 
rate was evidently terrible .... "[P]laces of skulls' mark[ed] the vari-
ous roads upon which the traffic continue[ d] to flourish and skeletons 
[lay] thick scattered on the beach .... " An old Akhida, an Arab from 

104 HUTCHINSON, supra note 55, at 45. 
105 SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156. 
106 BLAIKIE, supra note 35, at 482. 
107 SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156. 
108 BLAIKIE, supra note 35, at 482; HAZELL, supra note 8, at 273; SIMMONS, 

supra note 78, at 156. 
109 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 275. The Kisiju road wound from Kilwa north to 

Lamu where the checkpoint was located. Id. 
110 See BLAIKIE, supra note 35, at 482. 
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Sheher, who was well used to slave traffickiug, said that "he had never 
seen anything so shameful, it was only killing men not trading." 111 

Kirk's deputy, Frederic Elton, described the horrors of the Kisiju 
road: 

One gang of lads and women, chained together with iron neck-
rings, was in a horrible state, their lower extremities coated 
with dry mud and their own excrement and torn with thorns, 
their bodies mere frameworks, and their skeleton limbs slightly 
stretched over with wrinkled parchment-like skin. One 
wretched women had been flung against a tree for slipping her 
rope, and came screaming up to us for protection, with one eye 
half out and the side of her face and bosom streaming with 
blood. 112 

Kirk was determined to end the slave trade over land as well, but it 
would be a formidable battle. 113 He found government support waning 
in England as the new foreign secretary, Lord Derby, "didn't care 'a 
farthing about the suppression of the slave trade from conviction,"' 
and he would only take up the battle if "the public insist[ed] on carry-
ing it out." 114 

Once again, abolition hit a roadblock, and increased public senti-
ment became necessary to make the final push to quash what was left 
of the trade. In March of 1874, that impetus for critical mass arrived. 
England received news from Zanzibar that their beloved Livingstone 
was dead: his corpse arrived on the African coast. His death resulted in 
"an almost unprecedented outpouring of national mourning." 115 "The 
nation's most saintly hero had returned after his weary pilgrimage, and 

111 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 275 (quoting Prideaux to British Foreign Office, 
Feb. 17, 1874). 

112 J. FREDERIC ELTON, TRAVELS AND RESEARCHES AMONG THE LAKES AND 
MOUNTAINS OF EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA 82-83 (H.B. Cotterill ed., London, John 
Murray 1879). 

113 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 293. 
[Kirk) had not done it out of moral fervour, or deeply held religious convic-
tion, or even from emotional outrage. He did it because he considered slave 
trading a kind of social contagion, which was debilitating and ruining a vig-
orous and energetic society. From the start, he had been pragmatic, effi-
cient, clear in his diagnosis and precise in his application. 

114 Id. at 277 (quoting letter from W.H. Wylde to Kirk, Feb. 11, 1876). 
115 Id. 
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the cause for which he had given his life, the fight against slavery, had 
been sanctified by his death."116 

Livingstone's coffin arrived in England by ship and was brought to 
the headquarters of the Royal Geographic Society for formal identifi-
cation.117 "[T]he funeral, Raid for by the [British] government, took 
place on 18 April 1874."1 The streets from the Royal Geographic 
Society to Westminster Abbey were packed with massive crowds. 119 

Queen Victoria and the Prince of Wales sent emfctY carriages to lead 
the long train of carriages following the coffin. 1 0 "The Abbey was 
packed" for the ceremony. 121 The importance of Livingstone to the 
people of England was underscored by the insistence that "no English 
missionary has ever had a national funeral." 122 

The government was surprised by the scale of the public response. 
There could be no stronger evidence of how deeply the country felt 
about the slave trade in Africa. 123 Though Derby was still ambivalent, 
Kirk used the force of public sentiment created by Livingstone's death 
to convince Derby to give him a free hand to solve the problem of the 
slave trade over land. 124 

"[I]n July of 1876, Kirk persuaded Barghash to issue a proclama-
tion outlawing the trafficking of slaves by land, and giving him the 
authority to pursue the caravans" off the ocean and into the African 
continent. 125 With this power, Kirk ruthlessly fought the slave trade; 
branding and imprisoning convicted slave traders, no matter their so-
cial rank. 126 He turned the slave trade into a venture too risky for re-
spectable citizens to fund. 127 In early 1877, Kirk caught the most sen-

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 
121 

Id. at 278. 
Ross, supra note 39, at 237. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 

122 SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 153; see generally Ross, supra note 39, at 237 
(that Queen Victoria was aware of his funeral on April 18, 1874 shows the signifi-
cance of Livingslone). 

123 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 278. 
124 Id. 
125 Id. at 285; see also SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156 (explaining that a fur-

ther agreement in 1876 forbid the slave trade by land in the dominions or the Sultan 
or Zanzibar). 

126 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 288. 
127 Id. at 288. ''Public disgrace made people see slave trading as a route to dis-

honor and loss of dignity." Id. 



2014] LIVINGSTONE AND THE LAW 67 

ior slave trader, and despite the pleas of many of the most influential 
citizens of Zanzibar, he had the man put in irons and sent to prison. 128 

Kirk learned the old slave routes from Lake Nyassa were still be-
ing supported and protected by Saeed Bin Abdulla, one of Sultan 
Barghash' s governors. 129 In February of 1877, Kirk found his opening 
to pursue Abdulla. A gang of slaves and their owners had been cap-
tured in transport, between Pagani and Zanzibar, and after interroga-
tion, three of the owners admitted Abdulla was their authority. Even 
though he was no longer governor, Abdulla continued to support the 
purchase of slaves from the interior for onward trading. 130 Armed with 
this information, Kirk "risked everything he had achieved in one ex-
traordinary confrontation, and he set it up with care." 131 

Kirk wanted a public display for the people of Zanzibar-the Sul-
tan's palace was just the place. 132 The "public durbar"-a formal 
council meeting-took place in mid-February and the former governor 
would be seated next to the Sultan. The plan was high-risk, but Kirk 
wanted to show the law bound everyone in Zanzibar-even the aris-
tocracy. 

Without warning, Kirk entered the palace forum. He had the men 
who confessed to Abdulla's involvement. He had the captured slaves. 
He had depositions and evidence. One of Kirk's witnesses was "an old 
slave of Saeed bin Abdulla taken from his chain gang." 133 Kirk de-
manded this old man be allowed to speak. In open court, in front of the 
Sultan, the council, and the public, Kirk confronted the former gover-
nor. Abdullah was arrested immediately. He was placed in slave irons 

Id. 

128 

129 
Id. 
Id. al 290-91. 

Saeed bin Abdullah, the governor of Kilwa, was a powerful man. Not only 
did he control a lucrative and important part of Barghash's territories, he 
was also directly related lo the sultan. He was an Arab of the most senior 
rank, and he considered himself above the law. In late 1876, Kirk persuad-
ed Barghash to recall hitn to Zanzibar in an attempt to neutralize his activi-
ties, but the trade from Kilwa still continued. 

Saeed bin Abdullah was a member of the Sultan's council, although he had 
not been present at the agreement to sign the treaty in 1873. Nevertheless, 
Kirk was determined lo make good his threat to hold the most senior Zanzi-
bar families lo account, and bind them personally lo what had been agreed. 

130 

131 

132 

133 
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then moved to the common prison. "The ruin of Saeed bin Abdullah 
changed the whole tenor of slave trading in East Africa. The system of 
organized trafficking through Kilwa had been dealt a blow from which 
it never recovered." f34 

Thereafter, the slave trade in East Africa was virtually at an end, 
lingering on only at a small, localized scale, but dead as an organized 
trade. 135 By August 1877, Kirk declared that, "the foreign slave trade 
from Zanzibar territory ha[d] been for practical purposes totally abol-
ished."136 

While the slave trade was quashed through restrictions, all out abo-
lition was not yet the law. Although the trade had ceased, one could 
still own a slave. In 1897, Zanzibar became a British protectorate and 
the institution of slavery itself was finally, and legally, abolished.137 

C. Impact on Abolition 

Taken as a whole, Livingstone's work in Africa, was "the death 
blow to the slave trade ... " 138 Ultimately, Livingstone's advocacy, 
even from the heart of Africa, was the voice with enough credibility 
and the platform to draw the attention of the global community. 

Yet, taken in parts, Livingstone may not be viewed with sentimen-
tality. Livingstone's life, particularly his later work, was viewed criti-
cal!~ by both the scientific community and the missionary communi-
ty.1 9 His second expedition, the expedition to the Zambezi, was 
viewed largely as a failure or less important scientifically than his first 

134 Id. at 292. 
135 SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156. 
136 HAZELL, supra note 8, at 292 (quoting letler from Kirk to Derby, Aug. 24, 

1877). Other officials were also removed by Kirk and the slave trade could now be 
dealt with on small scale, localized areas. He further wrote, "that which took thou-
sands of slaves to south Somali land is equally a thing of the past and we have to do 
now with the limited land traffic alone." Id. 

137 SIMMONS, supra note 78, at 156. 
138 Finger, supra note 3, at 176. 

There are those who have passed somewhat lightly over the record of the 
second journey, holding that the Zambesi tour was not as important in dis-
coveries as the first . .. Some again, who could not forgive Livingstone for 
resigning from the Missionary Society, have passed over his second trip as 
being of no religious value, forgetting, or not knowing, that the man's eye 
and heart were fixed on a wider range of activity, and ignorant of the fact 
that he was training the natives to usefulness, to order, to a finer life. All of 
these forget that Livingstone's work was "the death blow to the slave trade" 
in Africa. Id. 

139 Jeal, supra note 29, at 1-4. 
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expedition. 140 After resigning from the London Missionary Society, 
then appearing to offer no Christian evangelistic relevance on the 
Zambezi expedition, critics saw Livingstone as departing from his 
original missionary purpose. 141 

Livingstone also likely viewed his life as a failure. Sadly, his suc-
cess came mere months and years after his passing. "If only he could 
have known it, the decisive steps in the ending of the East African 
slave trade were to be taken, and the Nile-Lualaba-Congo problem 
solved, within five years of his death. And both those triumphs were 
directly due to him." 142 

Still, despite his condition in Africa, Livingstone expressed a sense 
of purpose related to the slave trade. 143 "Livingstone himself had the 
impression that his long and weary detention in Manyuema was de-
signed by Providence to enable him to know and proclaim to the world 
the awful horrors of the slave-trade."144 

His legacy splits in two directions with respect to his effect on the 
end of slavery: Livingstone's spirit and his advocacy. It would be 
wrong to suggest Livingstone alone was responsible for abolishing the 
slave trade in East Africa. Pragmatically, many individuals were in-
volved in the abolition of the East African slave trade, and the British 
government's strategy to reduce the slave trade pre-dated Livingstone. 
Still Livingstone's policy and legislative suggestions were largely ac-
cepted and followed. Credit for implementation of these ideas belongs 
to the British Foreign Office, its Consul at Zanzibar, Frere, and 
Kirk.145 

Livingstone's spirit far exceeded his actions. He became a symbol 
for abolition-arguably mythic. His rise to global hero and iconic 
abolitionist must be attributed largely to Stanley and Bennett. Whether 
out of pecuniary interest or for genuine humanitarian purposes, they 
built the platform that fueled the fire for Livingstone's message and 
fanned the flame that it lit. 

Above all, Livingstone must be given sufficient credit for his di-
rect impact on abolition and the law. As a biographer wrote, "Yet 
when all proper recognition has been given to the men responsible on 
the spot and in London, it was Livingstone who led them, who gave 
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point to their work and secured them a sufficient backing from 'fov-
ernments and public opinion to enable them to achieve success." 14 

146 Id. 


