
A DISCUSSION ON PRENDAAND 
SEX-SELECTIVE ABORTION# 

CONGRESSMAN TRENT FRANKS• 

I can't tell you what a sweet honor it is for me to be here 
today. The panelists here, all of them are experts, and many 
of them have stolen most of what I brought here to tell you 
today, and I actually appreciate that because it gives me a 
chance to do the overview here. But I want to first just 
thank you and the university here because I have four-year
old twins, and I've often thought, where I would want them 
to go to college someday. And I really believe it would be a 
great choice if it could be a place like this, because you 
always focus so much on this thing called the truth. And I 
think of all the things that we have to do as human beings in 
this world, we better focus on the truth, because if we miss 
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the Regent Journal of Law and Public Policy, the Regent Journal of International 
Law, and the Center for Global Justice. 
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that, then we miss our calling as human beings. We miss 
really, any opportunity to do anything of consequence, or to 
achieve or even learn anything that really matters. 

And I want you to know I appreciate that because this 
whole country, America, was founded on this notion that we 
hold these truths, we hold certain truths to be self-evident, 
that all of us are created, and folks, that's what makes us 
equal, is being created because that means every person has 
the Imago Dei stamped on their souls. That's what makes us 
worth being equal. Because if every person is a child of God, 
then it's no longer just about us and them, it's about we're 
all part of this magnificent miracle of life, and we better 
protect each other because we're connected in a most 
intrinsic way; and ultimately, God himself is going to be the 
final arbiter of all of that. So let me say to you, again, how 
important I think it is for universities to focus on really 
imparting in the minds of the students this importance of 
truth. And I am grateful because apart from God, there 
really is no truth. If there is no God, then essentially all 
things are lawful. Your opinions can be the truth. There's no 
purpose in all of it. 

Janice Rodgers Brown (Christian judge on the court of 
appeals in D:C.), someone I hope someday will be on the U.S. 
Supreme Court, said it this way -She said, "By accepting the 
beguiling proposition that all perspectives are equal we left 
Western civilization, the God of light and light itself, 
undefended. We left the very spirit of truth desolate and 
abandoned on its high hill. Indeed, we deemed them 
unworthy of defense. But there's an essential reason why 
the words truth, justice, and the American way are so 
seamlessly conjoined in that marvelous and magnificent 
phrase that still resonate in the hearts of all Americans who 
speak or hear it. There can be no discussion about the 
nature of justice and the essence of law when human will is 
made the supreme arbiter of all human values. Without 
truth, there is neither justice nor freedom. Once truth is 
denied to human beings, it is pure illusion to try to set them 
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free. Truth and freedom either go together hand in hand, or 
together they perish in misery."1 

And for many of us in this room who hold Christ to be 
savior, he certainly put a tremendous emphasis on it by 
saying, "I am the truth - I am the way, the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father but by me."2 So this thing of 
truth is important. It has been America's foundation. It has 
made us the unipolar superpower of the world, and when we 
talk about truth in our Declaration of Independence, the 
most important one is this transcendent meaning of life: 
that "we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, among these, life."3 It is the foundation 
of it all. If we do not hold life to be transcendent, then really, 
all of us are wasting our time here this morning because 
everything that we say is based on that foundational 
premise. And, unfortunately, as all of you know, even with 
the emphasis that America has put on truth, we have 
stepped away from it on occasion. 

And I'm going to start with, even though it's not the 
ultimate genesis, with the Dred Scott decision that the 
Supreme Court made in 1856. Essentially, the Court said 
that the black man was not human, that he was chattel, and 
it precipitated a terrible civil war in our country.' One of the 
darkest scars on our soul is the practice that once was 
slavery in the United States of America. And we all look 
back on it now, and we say, "How could they have been so 
blind?" We're never quite so eloquent as when we decry the 
crimes of a past generation, are we? We're really erudite and 
brilliant when we say, "How could they have done that?" But 
we are never as blind as when we do or not decry or assess 
genocide in our own time. Unfortunately, that's where we 
are today. It's kind of a soul-crushing irony that the end of 

1. The Honorable Janice R. Bro\vn, Associate Justice, California Supreme 
Court, Commencement Address at Catholic University of America Columbus School 
of La\v (May 24, 2003), available at 
http://\vww.law.edu/News/BrownTranscript.cfm. 

2. Jobn 14:6. 

3. THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE para. 2 (U.S. 1776). 

4. Scott v. Sanford, 60 U.S. 393, 407-08 (1856). 
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slavery sparked the eugenics movement. Many of us 
understand that abortion came from the eugenics 
movement, but we don't understand that the eugenics 
movement came from slavery. 

After slavery was abolished, wealthy slave owners wanted 
to try to suppress the African-Americans because they 
represented a real challenge in the labor movement. They 
were used to working for nothing, and now they were willing 
to work for very little, and it was upsetting. We talk about 
our immigration battle today. Can you imagine if you had 
millions of slaves all of a sudden flooding the labor market 
because they had a chance to work for themselves? They at 
last had a chance to be free. They would work just about any 
job and do about anything that was necessary. This 
insidious hellish notion that we could suppress a group of 
people because of the color of their skin, or because of 
whatever it might be, was so prevalent that they came up 
with a way to get rid of them, and the eugenics movement 
was born. And, of course, the eugenics movement morphed 
into the Birth Control League, and the Birth Control 
League, again for the purpose of getting rid of the African
American population, morphed into Planned Parenthood. So, 
unfortunately, we have a pretty sordid past of how when we 
fail to hold to the truth that all men are created equal, we 
stepped away, even in America, and into a tragic situation. 
Unfortunately, Planned Parenthood's racial bias exists even 
today. 

Over forty years since the travesty of Roe v. Wade was 
handed down, the nation has now been stained by the blood 
of its approximately 54 million children.5 Almost 14 million 
of those have been innocent African-American babies.6 And, 
ironically, they are disproportionally impacted. A black child 
is nearly five times more likely to be aborted than a white 
child. This is what happens when you have a history of these 
things. It is hard to extract from society. According to the 

5. Dan Joseph, Nearly 50 Million Abortions Have Been Pe1formed in U.S. 
Since Roe v. Wade Decision Legalized Abortion, CNS NEWS, 
http://cnsne\vs.com/news/article/nearly-50-million-abortions-have-been-performed
us-roe-v-wade-decision-legalized (last visited Oct. 28, 2013). 

6. Id. 
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Centers for Disease Control, approximately three times the 
total amount of African-Americans that have died as a result 
of AIDS, violent crimes, accidents, cancer, and heart disease 
combined since 1973, we've aborted a similar amount.7 If you 
take the states that don't count abortion and add them into 
the mix, almost half of all African-Americans are aborted 
today. You see that the targeting of population has a way of 
sticking to a society, even a society like America who would 
be shocked at some of those statistics. So, it is not very hard 
to go from targeting a group of people because of their race 
over decades to saying, "OK, it's all right. We can abort a 
child because she's a little girl instead of a little boy." It's 
very easy to go from one to the other. And, unfortunately, 
the history of that in the world has been prevalent, but it is 
now beginning to come to America in a very significant way. 
Between the spread of the culture of abortion or son
preference in many cultures, the disturbing policies, such as 
the unfathomable tragic decision of China's one-child policy, 
which some reports now put the number of missing baby 
girls at 163 million in Asia alone.8 It's over 200 million 
worldwide. Many of you have seen the gendercide headline 
on the Economist magazine that I thought was so profound. 
It had pictures of two little pink baby booties, and it said, 
"We're the missing girls."9 

I have to say to you Steven Mosher has already put it in a 
tremendously compelling way, and I tell you that I think 
Steve Mosher is a national treasure to this country, because 
there is no one that has more scholarship or is more 
compelling and has a personal story to go with it. He has 
testified before my committee in Congress, and I just want 
to thank you publicly, Steve Mosher. I really do. The results 
of his study of sixty-five female Indian immigrants in the 
United States who were interviewed and had pursued fetal 

7. See Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
http://w·ww.cdc.gov/datastatistics (last visited Oct. 28, 2013). 

8. See David M. Smolin, The Missing Girls of China: Population, Policy, 
Culture, Gendez; Abortion, Abandonn1ent, and Adoption in East-Asian Perspective, 
41 CUMB. L. REV. l (2011). 

9. See generally Gendercide: Wbat happened to 100 million baby girls?, THE 
ECONOMIST, Mar. 6, 2010. 
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sex-selection were stunning. Eighty-nine percent of the 
women carrying girls in their current pregnancies had an 
abortion, and forty percent of those interviewed had 
terminated their pregnancies prior when they were carrying 
girls.1° There is no way to avoid the reality that sex-selection 
abortion has come to America. 

As Steve and some of the others so eloquently said, there 
was pressure and coercion towards the mother ·to try to get 
her to abort a little girl because she was a little girl. Often 
times, it's the mother in these situations that resists it the 
most. I think sometimes we forget one very foundational 
truth in this whole debate. When they always try to say, 
"Well, this is about women's rights," let me suggest to you 
that ultimately abortion is usually not something done for 
women. Usually, abortion is something done to a woman by 
a man for the sake of another man. And if we can't find 
better ways, as a society to "help women" than killing their 
children for them, then we absolutely have no respect or 
value toward women whatsoever. I have to say that I think 
nothing probably illustrates this more strongly than the 
coercive influence that happens in sex-selection abortions. I 
am reminded sometimes that as we go down this road, more 
and more we leave women so broken in their souls over long 
periods of time. We have people come to Congress and testify 
of the effect that these kinds of things have on women ten or 
fifteen years later. 

So to that end, I've introduced in Congress sometime back, 
the Prenatal Nondiscrimination Act. We call the bill 
PRENDA. It's very simple. It says you cannot discriminate 
against an unborn child by subjecting them to an abortion 
based on their race or sex.11 As Steve and others were 
saying, over eighty percent of the country is with us on that 

10. Sunita Puri, "There is such a thing as too many daughters, but not too 
many sons':· A qualitative study of son preference and fetal sex selection among 
Indian immigrants in the United States, 72 Soc. SCI. & MED. J. 1169 (Apr. 2011). 

11. Prenatal Nondiscrimination Act (PRENDA) of 2012, H.R. 3541, 112th 
Cong. (2d Sess. 2011). 
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issue.12 It's one that divides the pro-abortion side pretty 
profoundly because it is hard to say, "Well, it's all right. It's 
all right to abort a child because you wanted a little boy 
instead of a little girl." It's hard to say that with a straight 
face. It really divides our opposition. This is the same with 
targeted race-selection abortion. It's hard to say, "Well, if 
you don't like the color, you should skip that and do a 
different one." It's very difficult for the other side to do that, 
and yet there's only one reason that it is wrong, only one. 
That is because each of these little children are human 
beings, are persons, are children of God and should be 
protected. 

I think when we are able to create an epiphany in the 
minds of people, it gives us a better chance to cause America 
to relook at this issue. And that's what I hope, as much as 
anything that, somehow, issues like this will cause 
Americans to ask themselves, "Is this who we really are? Is 
this what we've come to? Is this the Founding Fathers' 
dream?" I have to tell you that when I was in committee and 
when we were discussing this bill, I was reminded of a 
situation with my own little girl. And I have to be careful. 
I'm a man that, with my wife, that we struggled for years to 
have children, and we had them very late in life. My first 
children I have today, they're 4-and-a-half-year-old twins, a 
little boy and a little girl, are the light of my soul. I have no 
idea how to express to you how deeply I love them and how 
thankful I am for them. They love to watch little videos of 
laughing babies. My little girl thinks that's the coolest thing 
in the world. I was with her on YouTube two Thanksgivings 
ago, she was three years old, and I inadvertently clicked on 
the wrong video. It was a video of a little Chinese boy that 
had no arms and that was sitting up on a high bench and 
playing the piano with his feet. And it moved me so deeply, 
and he was playing in just lovely, lilting tones. It just moved 
your heart. He would sway back and forth with his eyes 
closed and play with his feet. And I said, "Gracie, look at 

12. See Steven Ertelt, Ne1v Zogby Poll: Ame1icans are Pro-Life on Nun1erous 
Abortion Issues, LIFENE\VS.CO.M, Mar. 6, 2006, available at 
bttp://\vww.lifene\vs.com/2006/03/22/nat-2164. 
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that baby. He's playing the piano with his feet. Isn't that 
amazing?" And she looked up at me with wet little eyes and 
she said, "But Daddy, he doesn't have any arms." And I said, 
"I know baby, that's very sad," and she says, "Oh, Daddy, it 
is very sad. We just got to help him. We got to. We got to get 
some arms and give it to him." And I said, "Well, baby, there 
aren't really any extra arms. They're all hooked to other 
people," and she said, "But could we give him one of mine if 
it will fit on him?" And I said, "You want to give him one of 
yours?" And she said, ''Yes, Daddy, 'cause he doesn't have 
any arms." In other words, if I give him one of mine, he'll 
have one and I'll have one. 

Oh, the lesson my little girl taught me that day. I saw a 
little boy that had risen above tragic circumstances and had 
prevailed over life and had learned to play the piano with 
his feet. She saw another little human being that didn't have 
any arms and was willing to give him one of hers. I wish we 
all saw each other that way, because if we did, there might 
be a few little three-year-old girls walking around this place 
with one arm, but no one would have any. And I think that 
my little girl could have been one of those little girls in India 
or China, wherever it might have been who never got to see 
the light of day and never got to feel the weight of her and 
the warmth of her in my arms. I have to tell you folks, it's 
pretty heavy stuff. 

You know, Frederick Douglass wrote a phrase on a 
masthead when he founded the North Star in December of 
184 7. He said, "Right is of no sex. Truth is of no color. God is 
the father of us all, and all of us are brethren."13 If we miss 
that reality, if we miss this foundational truth, that all of us 
have this imago Dei stamped on our souls, this image of 
God, that we are made for a purpose that is eternal and that 
begs of our wildest description or dream, we will then lose 
the motivation to protect each other. We will lose what it is 
all about. If we don't have a commitment to our fellow 
brothers and sisters, we will end up hurting ourselves most 

13. Frederick Douglass, Masthead, The North Star, June 2, 1848, available at 
http://ww\v.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/educate/norths.html. 
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of all because it's not the dying that leaves scars, it's the 
killing or the standing back and letting it happen. 

So I close with a true story that I hope will bring it all into 
perspective here. It always reminded me of why I believe 
we're all here. It turns out that off the coast of Scotland, in 
the 1800s, a ship had gone to pieces in a storm. They usually 
did not have but one lifeboat, and so they would load 
everybody in the lifeboat and the other people would hang 
onto the pieces of the ship and would somehow try to float to 
shore. The lifeboat had found its way to shore and the 
townspeople came running down to the shore, and they said, 
''What happened?" They said, "Well, our ship went to pieces 
in the storm." And the townspeople said, "Did you get 
everybody?" And they said, "No, we didn't get everybody." 
And they said, ''Well, we've got to go out and help them," and 
a man named John stepped forward. And he said, ''Who will 
go with me? We'll take the lifeboat. We'll get all the boats 
that we have, and we will go out there and find as many as 
we can, and we will bring them back home." And John's 
mother screamed in the audience and she said, "No, John! 
You can't go. You can't go. Somebody else can go. Your 
father died at sea and your brother William went off to sea 
many years ago and we've never seen him since. I've lost 
your father. I've lost your brother William. I cannot lose you, 
too. Don't ask me to do that." And he said, "But Mom, I've 
got to go. If I don't go, no one will. If I don't provide that 
leadership, no one else will do it." And so he left his mother 
crying there in the sand. They got in the boats and they 
went out into the storm. And the townspeople built a big 
bonfire and they prayed, and they said, "God, please let 
them find their way back." And throughout the night they 
prayed, and when the wee hours of the morning came, and 
the storm was quiet somebody heard an oar out in the water. 
And they yelled out. They said, "Are you out there?" And 
they said, ''Yes, we're out here." They said, "Did you get 
everybody?" And they said, ''Yes, we got everybody." And 
John's voice yelled to shore, and he says, "Tell my mother 
I'm OK and tell her my brother William is with me." 

This puts so much into perspective for me because, for 
many of us, the story of the cross and that of all Christians, 
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is really the story of a precious Savior going out into the 
storm to rescue his lost brothers and sisters. As we embrace 
this privilege of continuing to work on this earth, we should 
remind ourselves that everyone is our brother William, 
because William is the one spoken of in the Bible and in the 
Declaration of Independence as being created equal to all 
other human beings by almighty God. William is black. 
William is white. William is young. He's old. He's unwanted. 
He's rich. He's poor. He's a little unborn baby. He's an 
unwed mother. He is a widow. He is a lost street child in 
Brazil. He is an American. He is from India. He is a 
nameless vagabond. He is a young Muslim boy searching for 
truth and purpose in an environment of hate and blindness. 
He is a dying soldier. He is an unwanted baby girl floating 
all alone down a river in China. He is a thief in prison. He is 
an orphan. He's homeless. He is hungry. He is sick. He is an 
abandoned beggar. He is the last blind, wretched, sinful, 
hopeless soul that anyone on earth could ever care about. 
But to Jesus he is treasure and Jesus said, "Inasmuch as 
you have it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, you 
have done it unto Me."14 

And so I say to you that we should all remind ourselves 
that there will come that day, sooner than we think I'm 
afraid. Life gets away so quickly. We will find ourselves, 
those of us especially that hold the Savior and his truth in 
our hearts, and we'll step over that threshold of eternity and 
be welcomed in the eyes of the glorified Christ. In that 
moment, let the victory cry of our souls simply be, "Lord, I've 
come safely home and I've brought you treasure. My little 
unborn sister and my brother William are with me." Let that 
be our call and I pray that somehow it has motivated 
someone in this place to dedicate your heart and life to this 
purpose, because I do not know of any way that we can ever 
serve God more than reaching out to the least of his little 
brothers and sisters. Thank you. 

14. Mattheiv 25:40. 


