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In December 2013, Handong International Law School and the lo-
cal Prosecutor's Office gathered together for their annual conference, 
sponsored by the Po hang City Prosecutor's Office. Special guests at 
this year's conference included representatives of organizations in Po-
hang, Republic of Korea that provide services to crime victims. The 
author was invited to address the gathering on the topic of services 
offered to victims of sexual assaults. The author, aware of a concern 
about the presence of the sex industry in Pohang ( along with every 
other major cities in Korea), shared with Korean prosecutors some 
insights gathered from his service as a prosecutor in California and 
with the efforts in California to combat the sex trafficking industry. 
Below, with minor alterations, is a copy of the paper he prepared for 
the occasion which was provided to the attendees. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Like Asia, the United States has long struggled with the problem 
of prostitution and its impact on women in our society. In recent years, 
the world has come to recognize the significant role of prostitution in 
the human trafficking industry of the twenty-first century. As a retired 
California prosecutor, the author spent a portion of his career working 
closely with law enforcement agencies in Orange County California in 
the prosecution of pimping and pandering 1 rings. Experiences gained 

Kennelh Chinn is a Professor of Law at Handong International Law School 
in Pohang, Republic of Korea. Professor Chinn had served as a Deputy District At-
torney in both Imperial and Orange Counties, California, for 28 years before serving 
as a full time professor at Trinity Law School in Santa Ana, California. 

I A "pimp" is someone who controls and derives income from a prostitute. A 
"panderer" is someone who encourages another to become a prostitute and/or pro-
cures customers. California's "Pimping and Pandering" Laws Penal Code 266h & 
266i PC, SHOUSE CAL. LAW GROUP, http://www.shouselaw.com/ 
pimping-pandering.html (citing CAL. PENAL CODE §§ 266h, 266i (West 2011 )). 
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from these cases led to teaching prosecutors throughout the State of 
California successful techniques used in the prosecution of escort ser-
vices in courses offered by the California District Attorneys Associa-
tion. Times, and the sex industry, have changed dramatically through 
the expansion of human trafficking since those days. This paper will 
present the experience of California and the United States in their ef-
forts to combat human trafficking of women and children in the sex 
industry. Perhaps some of the insights gained into the impact of prosti-
tution on women victimized by that industry will be of help to our 
friends in the Po hang Prosecutor's Office in Korea. 

California, like Korea, has long been a worldwide tourist destina-
tion, drawn by its beautiful natural resources, thriving economy and 
fascinating culture. Orange County, thanks to the presence of Disney-
land and beautiful beaches, has established tourism as one of its major 
industries. Because it is a prime tourist destination for families, Or-
ange County and its cities have devoted considerable resources 
through its policing agencies into the investigation and prosecution of 
vices that detract from the wholesome Southern California lifestyle. 
Understandably, families visiting Anaheim, California do not want to 
expose their families to the sight of prostitutes walking the streets or 
the prevalence of massage parlors and other sex related businesses 
fronting for prostitution activity. Orange County has also come to real-
ize that the sex industry is seriously victimizing women. The author 
first recognized this connection when prosecuting escort services op-
erating as fronts for prostitution. In order to prove the cases against the 
escort service operators, it was often necessary to grant immunity to 
the female employees who could describe the nature of their duties in 
supplying sexual services to the customers. As witnesses for the pros-
ecution, the women were brought by local police agencies into the 
District Attorney's Office to discuss their testimonies and the require-
ment for truthful testimony under a grant of immunity. Many of the 
young women were recruited for the escort services as a way of paying 
for their college education.2 Some, naively, thought that they were 
only being paid to be escorted by men to social events such as the the-
ater. Sadly, they quickly learned that their duties did not involve being 
escorted anywhere. Nor did it involve reading bedtime stories to men 
when they were sent out on calls at 10 p.m. or later in the evening. On 
their first "date" those who didn't enter the occupation with their eyes 

2 See generally Jacqueline Motyl, Trading Sex for College Tuition: How 
Sugar Daddy "Dating" Sites May Be Sugar Coating Prostitution, 117 PENN ST. L. 
REV. 927 (2013). 
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open quickly discovered that an escort service was simply a front for 
prostitution.3 For some of the women, their financial needs left them 
little else in the way of choice of occupations with the income neces-
sary to provide for those needs. Substance abuse became one of many 
factors chaining them to this industry.4 Some of the pimps insisted on 
providing personal training to their escort employees on how to satisfy 
their customers' sexual needs. These young women aged quickly, los-
ing their youthful vitality and found they were caught up in an industry 
they could not leave. They became slaves to the industry5 before even-
tually being discarded when they lost their attractiveness to customers. 

With the exception of the State of Nevada, which allows its coun-
ties to license brothels if they choose, there are no licensed red light 
districts in the United States. Instead, prostitution operates as an un-
derground industry. As noted above, escort services are one form of 
that industry. Streetwalkers are another form of prostitution offering 
sexual services to male customers driving by on streets known for that 
activity under the watchful eye of the pimps controlling their prosti-
tutes.6 This is often the way teenage runaways, both male and female, 
become entangled in prostitution.7 Massage parlors are still another 
way that the sex industry offers prostitution services. Hundreds of the-
se businesses exist in Southern California and are rated for their sexual 
services by customers on readily available internet websites. In per-
haps the purest form of sex trafficking, immigrant girls lured to the 
United States by promises of legitimate high paying jobs by smug-
glers, are required to work off the expense of their passage by provid-
ing sexual services, often to ethnic customers at closely guarded and 
monitored residential locations where they are held captive. Not sur-
prisingly, these debts never get paid as their pimps and handlers con-
trol all of the money earned by the prostitutes. 

Kimberly Kolrla, Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking in the United States, 55 
Soc. WORK 181, 183 (2010). 

4 See Svitlana Batsyukova, Prostitution and Hu,nan Trafficking for Sexual 
Exploitation, 24 GENO. ISSUES 46, 48 (2007). 

5 Id. at 47. 
6 Rebecca Robinson, Undocun1ented Wo,nen Servicing Field Workers, 

Streetwalkers in Seedy Motels, High-End Flesh Sold at High-End Events: Sex Sells 
in Monterey County, MONTEREY COUNTY WEEKLY (July 21, 2011, 12:00 AM), 
hltp://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/cover/arlicle_fl 6d4c7d-bb82-5835-
a504-a63928bc2884.html. 

7 See Kotrla, supra note 3. 
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II. HISTORY OF PROSTITUTION IN CALIFORNIA 

Historical accounts of prostitution in California date back to the 
gold rush era of the mid nineteenth century. According to the author's 
reading of history, prior to the gold rush, the California population was 
primarily Spanish speaking. This changed dramatically with the 
hordes of miners who flocked to California in search of gold. Mine 
towns sprang up around every gold discovery. Non-native women 
were a rarity in those days and a red light district became a common 
sight in gold rush era towns. As the gold rush era faded and civiliza-
tion became more gentile with the arrival of the railroad and families, 
laws against prostitution, gambling and other vices also arrived. Still, 
it was not uncommon to find thinly disguised houses of prostitution 
well into the early twentieth century. 

Today, there are state-wide statutes criminalizing human traffick-
ing, prostitution and the pimps and panderers who profit from the 
trade.8 Sadly, although slavery was outlawed in the United States in 
1865, remnants are still present and expanding in the form of labor and 
sexual trafficking of women and children as part of the world's fastest 
growing criminal enterprise. 

According to President Barack Obama: 

It ought to concern every person, because it's a debasement of 
our common humanity. It ought to concern every community, 
because it tears at the social fabric. It ought to concern every 
business, because it distorts markets. It ought to concern every 
nation, because it endangers public health and fuels violence 
and organized crime. I'm talking about the injustice, the out-
rage, of human trafficking, which must be called by its true 
name-modern slavery.9 

E.g., CAL. PENAL CODE§ 647(b) (2013). 
9 Fact Sheet: The Obama Administration Announces Efforts to Combat Hu-

man Trafficking at Home and Abroad, STATEMENTS & RELEASES, THE WHITE 
HOUSE (Sep. 25, 2012), http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
offiee/2012/09/25/fact-sheet-obama-administration-announces-efforts-combat-
human-trafficki. 
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III. VICTIMLESS CRIME? 

Historically, prostitution has been viewed by many as a victimless 
crime. 10 As this paper explains, it is a crime in which society has come 
to recognize the prostitute as the true victim. 11 International voices are 
rising in recognition that the prostitution industry is simply a modern 
day manifestation of women enslaved 12 in an environment of violence 
and degradation. Traditional notions that prostitution serves to lessen 
sexual crimes of violence have given way to a recognition that, at best, 
all it has done is to redirect the sexual violence towards the prostitute, 
creating an underclass of hidden physical and sexual assault victims 
with pimps serving the role of "protector" rather than law enforce-
ment. In short, the victims are little more than paid rape victims that 
are taught by their pimps to distrust law enforcement. Noted Harvard 
Professor Michael Sandel helps provide understanding of the moral 
implications of this societal problem in his new book entitled What 
Money Can't Buy: 

Some people oppose prostitution on the grounds that it is rare-
ly, if ever, truly voluntary. They argue that those who sell their 
bodies for sex are typically coerced, whether by poverty, drug 
addiction, or the threat of violence .... But others object to 
prostitution on the grounds that it is degrading to women, 
whether or not they are forced into it. According to this argu-
ment, prostitution is a form of corruption that demeans women 
and promotes bad attitudes towards sex. 13 

In an extensive interview of Daniel Varon, 14 an Orange County 
prosecutor working exclusively in prosecution of human trafficking-
related crimes, Varon shared with the author that the typical female 
recruited into prostitution goes through several phases. In the initial 

10 Melissa Farley & Victor Malarek, The Myth of the Victimless Crime, N.Y. 
TlMES (Mar. 12, 2008), http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/opinion/ 
I 2farley.html?_r=O. 

11 See Kotrla, supra note 3. 
12 Elizabeth K. Hopper, Underidentification of Hu,nan Trafficking Victbns in 

the United States, 5 J. Soc. WORK RES. &EVALUATlON 125, 125 (2004). 
13 MlCHAEL J. SANDEL, WHAT MONEY CAN'T BUY: THE MORAL LIMITS OF 

MARKETS 111 (20 I 2). 
14 Telephone Interview with Daniel Varon, Deputy District Attorney, Felony 

Panel, Orange County, Cal. (Nov. 27, 2013). 
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phase, called "seduction," very vulnerable young girls 15 are located by 
the pimp. Typically, these young girls are from socio-economically 
disadvantaged households with a single parent and little or no support 
network. Many are runaways. No one cares about them until the pimp 
shows up and calls them beautiful. The girl is convinced to go away 
with this supportive figure in her life that loves her. Moving the girl 
away is the key to the next step since it removes her from any potential 
support system of people who know her. This next key step, turning 
her into a prostitute, is called the "isolation" phase. Here, the girl, no 
longer in contact with any potential support, loses her cell phone and 
all ID to the pimp. Her isolation is now complete and she is convinced 
she must help him out with the expenses. When she engages in the 
first act of prostitution, the conversion is complete. At this point, psy-
chologically, she sees herself now as a prostitute. The pimp reinforces 
this new image by telling her no one would ever want her anymore but 
him. This readies the girl for the next step centered on fear. Although 
the girls earn large amounts of money from prostitution, all of it goes 
to the pimp. The girls have now become very afraid of physical beat-
ings and become compliant with the demands of their master. In ef-
fect, they have become a slave and feel they have no way out. 

IV. ANAHEIM, ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

The City of Anaheim (home of Disneyland) Police Department is 
one of the leading law enforcement agencies in Orange County. In the 
FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin March 2013 issue, Anaheim Police 
Lieutenant Steve Marcin provides fascinating insight into current law 
enforcement tactics that are working in their attack on Prostitution and 
Human Trafficking. 16 He writes: 

Id. 

In 2010, the Anaheim Police Department (APD) vice detail in 
Orange County, California, realized that most of the prostitutes 
it had contact with came from similar backgrounds. Analysis of 
their common circumstances and reason for prostituting caused 
investigators to believe that they were sex trafficking victims. 

15 According to Mr. Varon, most women are drawn into prostitution at age 14. 

16 Steve Marcin, Prostitution and Human Trafficking: A Paradigm Shift, THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (Mar. 2013), http://www.lbi.gov/stats-
services/publications/law-enforcement-bulletin/2013/March/prostitution-and-human-
trafficking. 
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Human trafficking is using force, fraud, or coercion to recruit, 
obtain, or provide a person for sexual exploitation. 17 
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Lieutenant Marcin goes on to describe their interviews with prosti-
tutes describing the common path into the sex trade-usually starting 
with a boyfriend who promises her a better life with him if she leaves 
with him to another area. Once relocated, the man tells her they need 
money and she will have to earn it. Marcin states that the man uses 
manipulation, threats, and violence to keep these women from leaving. 
Many of the women describe daily physical abuse, emotional domi-
nance and lies about caring. "These men burned the women with curl-
ing irons, strangled and punched them. They told the prostitutes that 
their families would be ashamed of them for being a hooker and that 
no one else would care for them." 18 

Lieutenant Marcin then describes in the article a dramatic para-
digm shift from the traditional law enforcement approach of arresting 
and prosecuting the prostitute. Instead, the goal became rescuing 
women from their pimps, redirecting their lives, and prosecuting the 
pimps. 19 This view treated prostitution activity as potential human sex 
trafficking. In the article he describes extensive efforts to rescue the 
prostitutes and help transform their lives. 20 After the initial arrest of a 
prostitute, usually by undercover investigators, the woman is taken 
back to the police department where the handcuffs are removed and 
the woman is taken to a special interview room. The room is decorated 
with soft-colored paint, a couch, love seat, lamps, blankets, magazines, 
paintings and stuffed animals. The officers discuss with the women the 
manipulation and control that led the victims into prostitution. Lieu-
tenant Marcin describes this experience as becoming emotional as the 
women realize their situations. 

APO collaborates with a nonprofit victim advocacy organization 
that provides the woman being rescued from prostitution with an ad-
vocate on her behalf. At the completion of the initial intervention by 
APO, a victim advocate is introduced to the human trafficking victim. 
The woman is provided a number of toiletry supplies, other essentials 
and is offered "food, shelter, counseling, transportation, job training, 

17 

18 
19 
20 

Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
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and life management skills."21 Lieutenant Marcin writes that most vic-
tims accept this assistance and express their desire for a better life. 22 

Another goal of this program has been to pursue prosecution 
against the pimps engaged in human trafficking. Beginning in August 
2011 and through October 31, 2012, this program in Anaheim Califor-
nia has resulted in thirty-eight pimps being arrested and charged. 
Twenty were convicted and eighteen are awaiting trial. The Anaheim 
vice detail has rescued fifty-two human trafficking victims; only four 
are known to have returned to prostitution. 

Because of the growth of the human trafficking problem in Orange 
County, there is now an Orange County Human Trafficking Task 
Force comprised of law enforcement agencies throughout the county.23 

This mirrors similar efforts in counties and police agencies throughout 
California. 

The Orange County District Attorney's Office has a unit of prose-
cutors dedicated to the prosecution of human trafficking cases. The 
unit has forty-five active felony cases and twenty-five cases that have 
resulted in conviction in the past twenty months. 24 According to pros-
ecutor Daniel Varon, the human trafficking industry is prevalent in 
what is called street prostitution (three to five girls being worked by 
their pimp), massage parlors and apartment brothels.25 Of particular 
interest is a high incident of Asian and Korean owned brothels either 
in the apartments or massage parlors. Typically in these brothels, the 
prostitutes are Asians with many of them of Korean descent. The op-
erations are very organized with an endless su~fly of women who are 
regularly moved from one location to another. Prosecutor Varon de-
scribed one Korean girl who came to the U.S. on a student visa only to 
be recruited into prostitution by a yimp who threatened her family 
back home if she did not cooperate.2 He described one of his contacts 
with a victim of prostitution who was able to pull herself out of the sex 

21 

22 

23 

Id. 
Id. 
ORANGE COUNTY HUMAN 

hllp://www.egovlink.com/ochumanlrafficking. 
24 Varon, supra note 14. 
25 Id. 

TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE, 

26 This high level of organization suggests organized crime connections. Alt-
hough much of the activity is run by criminal street gangs, there appear lo be Asian 
connections as well. The crime is exceedingly attractive to organized crime because 
it is so lucrative. The typical prostitute earns in excess of $1,200 per day, all of 
which goes to the pimp or operator of the brothel. 

27 Varon, supra note 14. 
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industry and go to college. She bears the scars of the life she once led 
and has helped to train law enforcement officers working on these 
cnmes. 

V. THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

California Attorney General Kamala D. Harris writes on the Office 
of Attorney General Human Trafficking website: 

Human trafficking is the world's fastest growing criminal en-
terprise and is an estimated $32 billion-a-year global industry. 
After drug trafficking, human trafficking is the world's second 
most profitable criminal enterprise, a status it shares with ille-
gal arms trafficking. Like drug and arms trafficking, the United 
States is one of the top destination countries for trafficking in 
persons. California-a populous border state with a significant 
immigrant population and the world's ninth largest economy-
is one of the nation's top four destination states for human be-
ings .... Domestic street gangs set aside traditional rivalries to 
set up commercial sex rings and maximize profits from the sale 
of young women .... Traffickers use social media and other 
online tools to recruit victims and, in the case of sex traffick-
ing, find and communicate with customers.28 

Partially because of California's experience and deep concern for 
women caught up in the sex trafficking industry, the California De-
partment of Justice produced a 2012 report on the subject of human 
trafficking.29 It notes that in the past five years, transnational gangs 
and domestic gangs have expanded from trafficking guns and drugs to 
trafficking human beings.30 It reports that from mid-2010 to mid-2012 
California's nine regional human trafficking task forces arrested 1,798 
individuals.31 This comprehensive report on human trafficking makes 
a number of recommendations including: 

2S Human Trafficking, OFF. OF THE ATT' Y GEN., CAL. DEP'T OF JUST., 
http://oag.ca.gov/human-trafficking. 

29 See generally Kamala D. Harris, THE STATE OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN 
CALIFORNIA (2012), available at http://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/pdfs/ht/human-
trafficking-2012.pdf. Contributing to this project were representatives of educational 
institutions, private entities and a broad spectrum of law enforcement agencies (both 
state and federal), governmental agencies, victin1 service providers, and technology 
companies. 

30 Id. at i. 
31 Id. at 4, 50. 
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It is recommended that all peace officers in a law enforcement 
agency receive baseline training in human trafficking and that, 
when possible, expertise is developed through the use of verti-
cal prosecution units and partnerships with regional task forces 
and victim service providers. A victim-centered approach that 
avoids treating victims as perpetrators will help law enforce-
ment ensure victims have access to resources and assistance to 
rebuild their lives, and that they are able to cooperate with law 
enforcement and support efforts to bring their traffickers to jus-
tice.32 

... Human trafficking victims who are coerced by traffickers 
into commercial sex may be prosecuted for crimes like prosti-
tution in connection with their victimization. The Legislature 
may wish to consider legislation permitting human trafficking 
victims to seal and expunge records of a conviction that results 
from coercion into forced labor or services.33 

Earlier this paper examined the victim-centered approach of APD. 
The Department of Justice report notes that the victim-centered ap-
proach has taken hold in California and encouraged jurisdictions in 
California to adopt it. The report also provides a helpful explanation of 
sex trafficking: 

Sex trafficking is the act of forcing, coercing, or transporting a 
person for the purpose of a commercial sex act. These crimes 
are primarily committed against women and children. Sex traf-
ficking can occur in residential brothels, brothels disguised as 
massage parlors, strip clubs, and via online escort services and 
street prostitution.34 

VI. CALIFORNIA ANTI-TRAFFICKING LAW 

The California legislature defined human trafficking as: 
[A]ll acts involved in the recruitment, abduction, transport, 
harboring, transfer, sale, or receipt of persons, within national 

32 

33 
34 

Id. at 7. 
Id. at 10. 
Id. at 16. 
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or across international borders, through force, coercion, fraud 
or deception, to place persons in situations of slavery or slav-
ery-like conditions, forced labor or services, such as forced 
prostitution or sexual services, domestic servitude, bonded 
sweat-shop labor, or other debt bondage.35 

Penal Code section 236. l (in part) provides that: 
a) Any person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of 
another with the intent to obtain forced labor or services, is 
guilty of human trafficking and shall be punished by impris-
onment in the state prison for 5, 8, or 12 years and a fine of not 
more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).36 

b) Any person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of 
another with the intent to effect or maintain a violation of 
(enumerated sections of California law including pimping and 
pandering) is guilty of human trafficking and shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the state prison for 8, 14, or 20 years and a 
fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000).37 

VIL THE UNITED STATES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

127 

The United States government is also very concerned about the 
victimization of women and children in the crime of human trafficking 
through the commercial sex industry.38 An expression of that concern 
is found in the statement by President Barack Obama quoted earlier in 
this paper. In April 2012, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
announced the arrest of 637 gang members charged as members of 
human smuggling and trafficking organizations in 150 cities across the 
U.S. and in one foreign country. 39 The U.S. Attorney Offices in Cali-
fornia are part of the California Human Trafficking Work Group that 
assisted in the California Department of Justice's 2012 report on Hu-

35 
36 
37 

2005 Cal. Legis. Scrv. 27 (West). 
CAL. PENAL CODE § 236.1 (2012). 
Id. 

38 See Fact Sheet: Human Trafficking, NAT'L HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
RESOURCE CENTER (2012), available at hltp://www.acf.hhs.gov/sitcs/ 
default/filcs/orr/fact_shcct_human_trafficking_english.pdf. 

39 637 Gang Me1nbers and Associates Arrested During Project Nefarious, 
NEWS RELEASES, U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (Apr. 25, 2012), 
https://www.ice.gov/ncws/rclcascs/1 204/l 20425washi nglondc.htm. 
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man Trafficking in California 40 described in this paper. In 2011, the 
U.S. Department of Justice prosecuted 125 cases of labor and sex traf-
ficking.41 Clearly, the problem of human trafficking is a significant 
concern at the federal, state and local level in the United States. 

VIII. VICTIM SERVICE PROVIDERS 

In addition to the work done by law enforcement and other gov-
ernmental organizations, NGOs contribute a great deal to the fight 
against human trafficking.42 According to the California Department 
of Justice 2012 Human Trafficking in California report, NGOs 
throughout California provide a range of services to the victims of this 
crime, including shelter, legal aid, immigration status assistance, med-
ical and health services, interpretation services and mental health 
counseling.43 One example is an organization called Runaway Girl, a 
California Flexible Purpose Corporation founded by Carissa Phelps, a 
licensed attorney, who wrote about her own experiences as a teenage 
runaway and survivor of abuse, neglect, and trauma, including her ex-
periences as a prostitute.44 Her organization has been very effective in 
providing training services to law enforcement as well as acting as an 
advocate for those rescued from the sex industry. Not surprisingly, 
traditional victim services can struggle gaining the trust of the victims 
of prostitution. Increasingly, some of the best sources of assistance to 
victims of human trafficking are street cops that speak their language 
and understand the life they have lived, and women, such as Carissa 
Phelps, who have come out of the industry and worked with survi-
vors.45 

IX. OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSION 

In the author's early experience as a former California prosecutor, 
it would be hard to have imagined the day when prostitutes would be 
viewed as victims of human trafficking and sex related crimes. Alt-
hough sympathetic of their plight, most viewed their circumstances as 
a matter of choice, not all that different from the circumstances of 
many criminal defendants. As time passed, and with more experience 

40 

41 

42 

43 
44 

45 

See Harris, supra note 29. 
Id. at 34. 
See id. 
Id. at 35-36. 
CARISSA PHELPS, RUNAWAY GIRL: ESCAPING LIFE OF THE STREETS (2013). 
Varon, supra note 14. 
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in the prosecution of the pimps who profited from their exploitation as 
well as conversations with the prostitutes, the author's perspective 
started to change. Thankfully, huge strides have and continue to be 
made in changing this perspective. 

The author is reminded of a woman he prosecuted many years ago 
that was running an escort service with her boyfriend. After she and 
the boyfriend were arrested and the author filed felony charges of 
pimping and pandering, the boyfriend committed suicide by hanging 
himself from the rafters of their garage. The prosecution of the woman 
continued and she ended up pleading guilty with an agreed upon sen-
tence in the county jail. Just prior to her sentencing, her attorney asked 
if his client could speak with the author privately. The attorney insist-
ed he did not want to be present and explained the sentence was al-
ready agreed upon and his client could not hurt herself anymore. 
Somewhat reluctantly the author agreed to talk with her. Her name 
was Kathy. She explained that, after the suicide of her boyfriend, she 
became a Christian. Kathy explained that she had heard the author was 
a Christian too and hoped that he would show her mercy since she was 
deathly afraid of going to jail. The author responded that he was very 
happy to hear about her decision, but would not change her sentence 
since it was the just punishment for what she had done. He then sought 
to encourage her in the jail sentence she was facing. As a Christian, 
Kathy would not be alone in jail, but rather the Lord would be with her 
and would use her. There were many women in jail who did not know 
the Lord and needed to hear about her new relationship with God. She 
looked disappointed in the response and left in sadness. Many years 
later the author saw her again. He did not recognize her, but she re-
membered him and their conversation. With a great smile on her face, 
Kathy explained that she went into the jail and started a Bible study. 
She said that she loved ministering to the women in the jail-
especially the prostitutes. Upon leaving jail, she started a ministry for 
prostitutes designed to help them leave prostitution behind and start a 
new life. Kathy expressed her deep gratitude for the words shared with 
her. It was a humbling experience and made the author very thankful 
for the few minutes shared with her that one day many years ago. 

It is the author's hope that the topics and experiences covered in 
this paper may prove to have some value to the men and women in the 
Po hang Prosecutors' Office and will assist them in the important work 
they do for the people of Korea. 


